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BULLETIN OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 



THE JAMES F. BALLARD 
GIFT 

1 HE Museum has received a munificent 
gift from James F. Ballard of St. Louis, 
consisting of over one hundred and twenty- 
six notable examples of Oriental carpet 
weaving, dating from the fifteenth through 
the eighteenth century. The group em- 
braces the choicest examples in Mr. Bal- 
lard's large collection, assembled during 
nearly twenty years of traveling and dili- 
gent study. In accepting this generous 
offer, the Trustees at their meeting on 
May 22 adopted the following resolutions: 

Resolved: That the Trustees of The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art gratefully 
accept the gift of rugs offered to the Mu- 
seum by Mr. James F. Ballard of St. Louis, 
Missouri, upon the terms of his letter to 
this Board, dated May 18, 1922, in which 
the offer was made. 

Resolved: That in accepting this 
splendid gift the Trustees wish to express 
to Mr. Ballard their deep appreciation of 
its value, not only because of the impor- 
tance it will add to the collections of the 
Museum, but equally for the spirit in which 
it is made. They realize that by this action 
he is entrusting to them the results of a 
life's work of study and collecting, with 
the desire to cooperate in giving the 
Metropolitan Museum the highest standing 
in his chosen field of art. This recognition 
of the usefulness and national scope of our 
Museum from one whose authority and 
devotion to art are known to all of us is 
particularly gratifying and encouraging. 

Mr. Ballard was also elected a Benefactor 
of the Museum in recognition of his gift. 

When Mr. Ballard's rugs are added to 
those now exhibited in the Museum as 
loans or as permanent acquisitions, the 
Metropolitan's collection of Oriental car- 
pets will be one of unsurpassed importance. 
Part of the collection has already been re- 
ceived at the Museum. The remaining 
carpets, comprising mainly those shown last 
fall at the Museum as a loan from Mr. 
Ballard, will be exhibited at Chicago and 
San Francisco before coming to New York. 
It will thus be several months before all the 



rugs compr ed in the gift are received at the 
Museum an * can be exhibited as a whole. 
The gift will be discussed at further 
length in a later number of the Bulletin 
and the rugi fully described in the catalogue 
which will 1 e published at the time of the 
exhibition. For the present it must suffice 
to say that this remarkable collection in- 
cludes splendid examples of various Turk- 
ish, Caucasian, Central Asian, Persian, 
Chinese, and Spanish types. Of excep- 
tional importance is the group of seven 
carpets of the so-called Damascus type. 
Another large and important group is com- 
prised of Ghiordes and Koulah prayer rugs; 
the collection is particularly strong in 
Asia Minor carpets. The majority of the 
rugs are of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. 

A HOLY FAMILY BY ANDREA 
DEL SARTO 

IN his life of Andrea del Sarto, Vasari 
describes our new acquisition 1 as follows: 
"Andrea made another picture almost ex- 
actly like the Charity aforementioned, for 
Giovanni Borgherini, in which are found Our 
Lady, the infant Saint John who presents 
to the Christ child a globe typifying the 
world, and a very beautiful head of Saint 
Joseph." 2 This Borgherini Madonna, as it 
has been called, had for many years been 
counted among the artist's missing pictures, 
though in a footnote to the passage quoted, 
Milanesi states that it was still in existence 
in 1852, when he had seen it in a private 
house in Florence. Through an old and 
good copy in the Museum of San Marco in 
Florence, as well as an eighteenth-century 
drawing of the composition in the Uffizi, 
the aspect of the picture was known, and 
from these documents it -was possible for 
Filippo di Pietro to identify several studies 
for it among the drawings by Andrea in the 
Uffizi collection. Three of these, No. 6444 
recto, a study for the lower part of the figure 
of the Virgin and the legs of the Child; 
No. 6444 verso, showing the general pose 
of the Virgin; and No. 631, a sketch for 

1 Oil on wood. H. 53! in.; W. 40 in.; exhibited 
in Gallery 29. 

2 Milanesi edition, vol. V, p. 52. 
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